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II. An Account of the firft Decade of a Book^ Intitu~ 
led j Johannis Martyn Hiftoria Plan- 
tarum rariorum. (printed at London 5 by 
Richard Reily, 1728. by Mr. Rand, F. <^S. 

MR. Martyn in this Work has had the Plants, of 
their natural Bignefs, exa&ly defigned after the 
Life, and with great Accuracy and Succefs printed in 
their proper Colours. This curious Invention was never 
more aptly applied, though I think this is the firft time 
it has been ufed in Botany. By this Means, without 
a long tedious Defcription, a Plant may be known by 
meer Infpe&ion. However, that nothing may be want- 
ing, the Author has thought fit to give fhort Defcrip- 
tions, infifting more particularly on thofe minute Parts 
which cannot be fo clearly exprefTed by Sculpture ; and 
has added, where they could be obtain'd, fome Account 
of their Ufes, &c. 

The Plant in the firft Table he calls Jalapa Officii 
narum. 

The Jalap Root has been in common Ufe above 
a hundred Years ; yet the Plant it felf wholly unknown 
to us in Europe till P. Plumier and M. Lignon, who 
had both paffed a confiderable Time in America in 
Botanical Difquifitions, at their Return, feverally affur- 
ed Mr. e toumefort 1 that it was a Species of the Plant 
commonly known by the Name of Marvel of Peru ; 
who thereupon thought fit to make Jalapa the Name 
of the Genus, and diftinguifh that of the Shops by the 
Seeds being more rugofe than thofe of the common. 

Tab. x. 
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Tab, *. Shews the Geranium Africa***, Arbore- 
fcens, Malva folio,lucido\fore elegant if. 
Jimo Kermefno Domini van Leur. Boerh. 
Ind, alt. i6z. 

3. Geranium Chium, vernum ; Caryophyllata 

folio f. Cor, to. 

4. Brunella Caroliniana, magno fore, dilute 

c<£ruIeojntemodiis prahngis, Phil, l'ranf. 
No. 395. Pag. x%$. 

5. Amarantbus Sinenfis foliis "varus \ panicu* 

Id elegant er plumofo. 

6. Amarantbus Jpicd albefcente habitiore. 

7. Parietaria Orient alis, Polygoni folio ca~ 

nefcente f. Cor. 38. 

8. Nirurt Barbadenfe, folio Ovalifubtus glau- 

60, pedkulis Jorum brevifsimis, Phil. 
l'ranf. No. 399. Pag. %$$. 
This is of the fame Genus with that called 
Nirurt, Hort. Malab. Tom.x. and there 
<kfcribed,p. 53, Ours is a much ftnaller 
Plant, the Leaves are lefs, and grow much 
clofer on the Stalks, and the Pedicle of each 
Flower by two thirds fhorter. 

9. Lychnidea Caroliniana flortbusUmbeUatm 

difpofitis, foliis lucidis crafsis. This 
Plant is fomething like Lychnidea Firgi- 
niana Holojtei ampliore folio, fiortbus 
umbellatis purpwreis Phil.TranfNQ.39f. 
Pag. ix6. but the Leaves are much larger, 
thicker,and of a deep ftiining green Colour. 

10. Aloe Africana, foliis planis, conjugatis, 

carinatis verrucous, caule & jlore Co~ 

rallii colore Boerh. Ind* alt. p. %. Pag. 131. 
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The ingenious Author propofes, in the Sequel of this 
Work, to give an Account of new Plants only, or at 
leaft fuch as have not bden well figured by. others : If 
he proceeds with the fame Etfa&nefs, as I don't doubt 
he will, the Work very well deferves Encouragement - y 
for of Plants thus figured dfid defcribed, there can be 
no future Doubts. 

Happy had it been for u?, natt t?ie Antients left fuch 
Types or Defcriptions of thofe they recommended as 
confiderable for their Ufe in Medicine. This would have 
faved the Learned World much Labour and Study in 
an Enquiry, which 'tis to be feared, for want of fuch 
Helps, will prove unfuccefsful. 



III. An Attempt to fofoe the (phenomenon of the 
$jfe of Vapours, Formation of Clouds and Vefcent 
of tity'in. In a Letter from Dr. J.T. Defaguliers, 
L U D* R <%* S. to Dr. Rutty, ft. SV Seen 

SIR, 

TH E Reafon of my writing upon a Subject which 
has been fo often treated oi> is, that none of the 
Accounts hitherto given of this Phenomenon (at leaft 
that I have met with) feem to me fufficie'nt to folve all 
the Circumftances of it. 

Dt^Niewentyt and fome others fay — That Parti- 
cles of Fire feparated from the Sun-Beams, by adhering 
to Particles of Water, make up Melecula 9 ox fmall Bo- 
dies fpecificaliy lighter than Air, which therefore, by 
hydroftatical Laws, muft rife and form Clouds that 
remain fufpended when they are rifen up to fuch an 
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